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Mexican authorities have arrested more than two dozen government employees who are alleged to
have been working on behalf of Mexico's prominent drug-trafficking organizations. The arrests were
the result of an undercover operation that began in October 2001 and is continuing, said Attorney
General Rafael Macedo de la Concha.
The suspects, which included retired military personnel, law-enforcement officers and midlevel bureaucrats, are accused of providing inside information to drug traffickers in exchange for
payments amounting to thousands of dollars each month.
The accused workers, employees of the Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR), the Secretaria
de la Defensa Nacional (SEDENA), and the Secretaria de Seguridad Publica (SSP), relayed strategic
information primarily to the cartels headed by Vicente Carrillo Fuentes, Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada,
Osiel Cardenas Guillen, and Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman. Carrillo assumed leadership of the Juarez
drug cartel following the murder of his brother Amado Carrillo Fuentes in 1997 (see SourceMex,
1997-04-09).
Zambada, who operates a drug trafficking operation in western Mexico, has been involved in very
public and violent feuds with the Tijuana Cartel. He is said to be responsible for the murder of
Tijuana Cartel leader Ramon Arellano Felix in early 2002 (see SourceMex, 2002-03-06). Cardenas
Guillen heads the Gulf Cartel, which controls drug-trafficking operations in the northeastern states
of Tamaulipas and Nuevo Leon. Guzman, who operated a cocaine-trafficking operation in western
Mexico, escaped from a federal prison in early 2001 and has yet to be recaptured (see SourceMex,
2001-01-24).

Sophisticated equipment, bribe funds confiscated
Macedo said the corrupt government workers were involved in sophisticated operations that were
financed by the drug cartels. During the course of the investigation authorities confiscated several
real-estate properties, vehicles, high- powered weapons, telecommunications equipment and US
$2.3 million that were used for bribes. "These unscrupulous people infiltrated and betrayed the
government, and of course the citizenry, by sabotaging operations against drug trafficking," Macedo
said at a press conference.
Macedo said the ring was headed by Francisco Tornez Castro, a member of the state police in
Guerrero. Tornez, who previously worked for the notoriously corrupt Policia Judicial Federal (PJF),
acted as the clearing agent for all the incoming and outgoing information from his headquarters in
Mexico City. The PJF was disbanded as part of President Vicente Fox's anti-corruption campaign.
Also arrested were Ruben Escalante Camarillo, a deputy director with the Policia Federal Preventiva
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(PFP); Acapulco transit coordinator Jaime Delgado; and Elvia Ramirez, an official with the PGR in
Mexico City.
The news of the arrests came just weeks after SEDENA disbanded an entire army battalion after
several dozen soldiers and some officers were implicated in a drug- trafficking scandal. One of the
duties of the battalion was to destroy marijuana and poppy plantations in Sinaloa state. But instead
of carrying out those duties, some members of the battalion became involved in a scheme to protect
drug traffickers (see SourceMex, 10/16/02). According to one report, the battalion had developed
closed links with the Tijuana cartel.

Corruption also reported at state level
Recent reports have also tied state-level workers to drug traffickers. In a recent article in his weekly
magazine Semanario Zeta, prominent investigative journalist Jesus Blancornelas said at least 24
mid-level officials of the administrations of former Baja California Govs. Ernesto Ruffo Appel
(1989-1995), Hector Teran (1995-1998), and Jorge Gonzalez Alcocer (1998-2001), were on the payroll
of the Tijuana drug cartel. None of the three former governors, all members of Fox's center-right
Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), were implicated directly in the scheme.
Blancornelas said most of the officials who were involved in drug-trafficking operations held jobs
in the area of security or prosecution for the Baja California state government. A number of these
officials have lost their lives in drug-related violence, he said. Blancornelas, who has investigated the
Tijuana cartel extensively, was himself almost a victim of the drug cartels in 1997 (see SourceMex,
1997-12-17). The allegations in Zeta magazine have caught the attention of national PAN officials,
who promised a thorough investigation of their own.
PANpresident Luis Felipe Bravo Mena said the party will not hesitate to expel any member in Baja
California who has proven links to the Arellano Felix drug-trafficking operations. "When we have
sufficient proof to support the allegations, the party must take immediate action," said Bravo Mena.
Even though there is no direct evidence of involvement by the Baja California governors in drugtrafficking operations, this is not the case in Guerrero state.
A recent report in the Mexico City daily newspaper Reforma said former Guerrero Govs. Ruben
Figueroa Figueroa (1975-1981) and his son Ruben Figueroa Alcocer (1993-1999) received expensive
gifts from drug traffickers in exchange for protection. The allegations are made by witnesses who
are testifying against Gens. Quiros Hermosillo and Arturo Acosta Chaparro, who were arrested in
2000 on charges of aiding the drug operations of the Juarez cartel (see SourceMex, 2000-09-20). Both
Figueroas, who are father and son, are members of the former governing Partido Revolucionario
Institucional (PRI).
Other governors have been linked to drug trafficking operations in recent years, including Mario
Villanueva Madrid of Quintana Roo (1993-1999), Flavio Romero de Velazquez of Jalisco (1977-1983)
and Agustin Acosta Lagunes of Veracruz (1980-1986). Villanueva and de Velazquez are currently
in jail (see SourceMex, 1998-02-04, 2001-05-30 and 2002-01-30). Gens. Quiros and Hermosillo,
meantime, are facing an unprecedented court martial for their role in the disappearance of 143
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suspected government opponents during the dirty war of the 1970s and 1980s (see SourceMex,
10/16/02).
The Procuraduria General de Justicia Militar (PGJM) decided to go ahead with the trial despite a
motion that was brought to Mexico's highest court (Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nacion, SJCN)
over which court should have jurisdiction over the case. Many human-rights organizations are
calling for the case to be heard by a civilian court. (Sources: Semanario Zeta (Tijuana), 10/18/02;
Reuters, Associated Press, 10/21/02; Novedades, The Dallas Morning News, 10/22/02; The New
York Times, 10/22/02; The News, 10/22/02, 10/24/02; Cronica de Hoy, La Jornada, 10/22/02, 10/29/02;
El Universal, 10/22/02, 10/23/02, 10/29/02; Reforma, 10/22/02, 10/23/02, 10/25/02, 10/29/02; Milenio
Diario, 10/23/02, 10/29/02)
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